The geographical distribution of WJG authors is wide for the past 2 years. WJG has made a step onto international publishing, and drawn even more attentions from gastroenterology researchers. Its authors are distributed over 74 countries in 6 global continents, and the journal has become the main intermediary for international gastroenterology researchers to demonstrate their research accomplishments.
INTRODUCTION
World Journal of Gastroenterology (WJG) was first published www.wjgnet.com in 1995. This English journal is edited and published by The WJG Press and can be retrieved with the following citation tools: Current Contents ® /Clinical Medicine, Science Citation Index Expanded (also known as SciSearch ® ) and Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition, Index Medicus, MEDLINE and PubMed, Chemical Abstracts, EMBASE/Excerpta Medica, Abstracts Journals, Nature Clinical Practice Gastroenterology and Hepatology, CAB Abstracts and Global Health, etc. In recent years, Ma et al [1] has analyzed the articles covered in SCIE during [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] , claiming that the self-citation rate is decreased. However, the citation rate by others is increased and the journal citation status is improved. The variations of WJG authors' data in 2001 to 2007 were comparatively analyzed. The cooperation degree, cooperation rate, number of countries and author publishing ratios of domestic journal issues in American Journal of Gastroenterology, Gastroenterology, Scandinavian Journal of Gastroenterology, were also comparatively analyzed using the SCIE database.
A bibliometric analysis of the variations in distributions of authors was made to show the improvements and shortcomings of WJG and speed up its development.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
WJG articles were searched from MEDLINE (by ISI Web of Knowledge) [2] in 2001-2007. Variations (cooperation degree, cooperation rate) and distributions of the first authors were analyzed with biliometric methods. Articles published in Am J Gastroenterol, Gastroenterology, Scand J Gastroenterol and WJG covered in SCIE [3] in 2007 were analyzed using Web of Science (meeting summaries were not covered). The authors, titles, addresses and other relevant data of the four journals in 2007 were processed through the SCIE's 'Refine Results' function, and countries of authors, WJG authors, research institutions and their distribution were closely consistent with the current status and authors of articles published in WJG experienced difficulties. (Table 1) . 
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In order to reflect the geographical distributions of authors, a comparison of the distribution of WJG authors was performed. The number of articles contributed to WJG by the top 15 countries (Table 3) Among the top 15 countries, 7 are in Asia, 7 in Europe, and 1 in North America. When compared with Am J Gastroenterol, Gastroenterology, Scand J Gastroenterol, the geographical distribution of
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